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 All the TAI participants agree on the following 
Operating principles: 

1. We undertake to acknowledge our  Faith 

cOnvictiOn in all our OPERATIONS 
2. Our Ethical Commitment  is to adhere to the ethical code for 
businesses  as defined by the Unashamedly ethical 
agreement - to manage and administrate all actions with integrity 

3. We commit to the  Principles of Sustainability  to meet the needs OF 
the present without compromising resources for future generations

4. We undertake to live out our  Purpose with Passion as 
Driving Force  on all levels OF activities

5. We Honour Small Beginnings  within the 
Understanding 
                                         of the  BIGGER PICTURE

6. We value the  Power of Visionary Unity  altough we treasUre  
 the RICH diversity in our midst

7. We cultivate an open mind-set in order to have a Cross-cultural Approach 
within the  the diverse community of aFrica. 

8. We advocate a Holistic Approach during all development in order to  
ensUre an integrated interventiOn 

to the benefit of the African community
9. We commit that our project actions will be shaped Driving by the 

acknowledgement of the impOrtance OF the end User

10. We commit that our project actions will be shaped by the 
recOgnitiOn that Ownership must be taken 

by beneficiaries in order to ensure sustainability



 
AGES Alpha, Touching Africa has been 
appointed to develop the groundwater 
resources for Bakgatla. Currently the 
BBKTA suffers from limited water 
availability, placing constraints on 
residential, mining, agriculture and 
industrial development.

Thulisile Mpondombi is one of 
Sizanani’s Community Health 
workers. This year she celebrated 
the fast that she has been HIV+ for 
20 years. Today Thulisile is a happy 
woman and a force behind the 
support group in her area. 

Read more on page 2

 
Pieter Pretorius and Andre' Buys recently 
ventured into Zambia for a 750 hectare 
survey. Touching Afria's dream is to take 
hands with these farmers, not as a trusted 
advisor or as a partner, but empowering 
the farmers with the correct information to 
ensure a sustainable future.

 
We are very proud of Stephan Pretorius 
and the release of his book 'Dit is 
Tyd'. Stephan writes about a deeper 
understanding of God's Word, Truth 
and Kingdom. Stephan Pretorius' book is 
available now!

Read more on page 4

Read more on page 8 Read more on page 10

Read more on page 14

Heartlines utilizes personal storytelling to 
build understanding and trust. The aim is to 
promote social cohesion and reconciliation 
across races, cultures, classes and all that 
threatens to divide us. We invite you all to join 
this initiative that will help South Africa to 
pave a greater future for generations to follow.

Read more on page 6

Read the following pages for an update 
on the life of Precious Zvikonyo. 2017 was 
her first academic year at University, and 
she shares her highs and lows as well as 
insightful wisdom on what she learned 
during the year. Precious is grateful, feeling 
privileged to be studying at a University. 

Read more on page 12

TAG HIGHLIGHTS (E-TAG)

More about who Touching Africa is. It 
is our conviction that the combination 
between the TADT and the TAC will 
contribute to sustainable development of 
the African Society to become what they 
were called for – to be a blessing to the 
world! 

Read more about the background of 
TA, being founded on vision-based 
business, project development and 

relationship-based networking. 
Touching Africa’s focus is on making 

a difference and “touching” the 
African society.

Read more on page 16
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the tai Faith statement 

We invite you to share your stories with us 
as we take hands to make a difference 

Email: anrie.vanrooyen@gmail.com/
         lralepelle@kgoma.co.za

76 Steve Biko Avenue
Potchefstroom
PO Box 19460
Noordbrug 2522
Tel: +27 18 297 6588

Like our facebook, instagram and twitter 
page, Touching Africa  Initiative, where 
regular updates can be seen.

To
u

ch
in

g
frica

wriTe and Tell 
your sTory



Touching Africa is a KINGDOM FOCUSED 
non-profit organization that functions within two 

distinctly different, but interactive components: 

• The Touching Africa Development Trust (TADT) operates as 
a trust to manage funds for the benefit of  the African Community in 
the broadest sense of  the word. The TADT is overseen by a board of  
trustees with the aim to touch people through the implementation and 
support of  community development programs and managing of  related 
funding. 

• The Touching Africa Co-operative (TAC) is a network of  like-
minded individuals, corporate to social enterprises, with a shared vision 
to make a difference in our African society as an expression of  the 
Kingdom of  God. The aim is to unlock business opportunities and to 
support business development to the benefit of  all its members and the 
broader Africa community. 

It is our conviction that the combination between these two functions 
will contribute to sustainable development of  the African Society 
to become what they were called for – to be a blessing to the world! 
Through close interaction between the Cooperation and Development 
Trust we are contributing to projects and programs within the 
following business sectors in Southern Africa:
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Who is Touching AfricA?

Professional and B
usiness 

Support Services
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Flowing from this identity, our VISION is to 
contribute to sustainable growth and development 
in AFRICA to ultimately realize the full potential and 

calling of Africa on a global scale.

BAckground on The 
developmenT of 
Touching AfricA

Touching Africa is founded on 
vision-based business, project 
development and relationship-
based networking. Touching 
Africa’s focus is on making a 
difference and “touching” the 
African society. All that we are 
today has been growing since 
1987 within relationship-based 
business, where a few individuals 
were convicted about a Kingdom 
lifestyle and business character. 
Around the year 2000, Touching 
Africa evolved into a small group 
of  businesses. The Touching 

Africa Development Trust 
(TADT) was established 
in 2010 as a “social vision 
instrument” that facilitates the 
development of  projects having 
a positive impact on society and 
the hearts of  people. 
During this time, we also 
embarked on a journey to 
develop a broader network 
and association of  people, 
organizations, institutions 
and social and corporative 
enterprises. 
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As the association developed, 
the vision remained the same: 
To “touch” Africa, to be an 
“alternative society” and to 
manifest the “Kingdom of  God” 
that will impact generations 
to come. Touching Africa 
experienced monumental growth 
during the past 5 years in the 
following ways:
- Growth in associates and 
network partners
- A sound institutional 
framework was established
- Opportunities to work 
together and touch the 
community of  Africa have 
developed and increased.

Today our story includes many 
changed lives as a result of:
- People working together
- People being trained and 
establishing small businesses 
through our training programs
- Contributing to the 
development of  agricultural 
activities, tourism, conservation 
activities, schools and other 
facilities
- Projects implemented to 
supply water and other services to 
communities. 

Additionally, we have built vision 
and passion, motivating many to 
make a difference through various 
conferences, leadership training, 
workshops and award ceremonies 
throughout the years. The detail of  
most of  these stories is captured 
on a monthly basis, published in the 
Touching Africa Gazette (TAG) 
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heArTlines: 
WhAT’s Your sTorY?
Words have power. They have the power to unite or 
divide, heal or hurt. Heartlines is pioneering a national 
campaign “What’s your Story”?, an initiative that uses 
personal storytelling to build understanding and trust. 

Their ultimate aim is to promote social cohesion and 
reconciliation across races, cultures, classes and all 
that threatens to divide us. It is a practical initiative 
that gives ordinary people tools to use in their daily 
efforts to combat racism.

On the 25th of  October 2017, Touching Africa 
invited Heartlines to provide this course to NPO’s 
within Potchefstroom. The level of  participation 
of  the attendees surpassed our expectation. They 
had the opportunity to debate on given racial and 
cultural issues, which they did exceptionally well. 
Additionally, they were interacting with each other 
and really made the event enjoyable.
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~ By Louisa Ralepelle ~



heArTlines: 
WhAT’s Your sTorY?

I would like to touch on some issues that were 
addressed that specifically stood out for me:

We have reached a point in society 
where we do not even know who our 
neighbours are anymore. We give 
waves as our neighbours pass by, 
but it is more of  a formality than a 
sincere gesture. Why is it, that the 
lady I sat next to in a meeting, knew 
more about me in 30 minutes than the 
people residing next door do? It is so 
sad how we have become so distant. 

Ntate Mandela once said “if  you 
talk to a man in a language he 
understands, that goes to his head. 
If  you talk to him in his language, 
that goes to his heart.” We live in 
a highly diverse country, yet many 
of  us make no effort in learning 
another language. If  you are going 
to connect with someone on a deeper 
level, you have to speak a language 
that they understand. Even though 
many people can speak English, 
learning a local language will help 
you to communicate and integrate 

with locals. By doing so, one 
indicates that one shows interest in 
other cultures.

To those of  us that have employed 
domestic workers and gardeners, for 
example, how many go the extra mile 
of  visiting their homes in order to 
understand their neighbourhood, under 
what conditions they live and most 
importantly to actually know where 
they live? Not many of  us think that far 
or are concerned to such a point.  

These are some of  the issues that 
were discussed, issues that everyone 
needs to lend their ears to, issues 
that will help all of  us to make more 
effort to notice, give attention to and 
understand the people around us. 
Our next Heartlines workshop will 
be held early next year. I invite you 
all to join this initiative that will help 
South Africa to pave a greater future 
for generations to follow.
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The Bakgatla-Ba-Kgafela in Moruleng, is 
a community of about 350 000 people, 
living in 32 villages in the North West 
Province, near the Pilanesberg, South Africa.

providing WATer for 
BAkgATlA

This region is 
rich in natural 
beauty and mineral 
resources. The 
exploitation of  
these resources 
has resulted in the 
development of  
vibrant tourism, 
agricultural and 
mining industries. 
Unfortunately 
these opportunities 
have mostly not 
translated into 
socio-economic 
benefits for the 
majority of  the 
Bakgatla people. 

The Bakgatla 
community 
faces significant 
challenges such 
as unemployment, 
insufficient 
infrastructure, 
environmental 
degradation and a 
lack of  economic 
opportunities. 
The Bakgatla Ba 
Kgafela Traditional 
Authority (BBKTA) 
is committed 
to addressing 
these challenges 
and promoting 
socio-economic 

development.

One of  the 
most important 
aspects that will 
be addressed is 
the development 
of  water 
infrastructure. 
Currently the 
BBKTA suffers 
from limited water 
availability, which 
places significant 
constraints on 
residential, mining, 
agriculture 
and industrial 
development.

~ By Mari van der Westhuizen ~
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AGES Alpha, Touching Africa has been appointed to develop 
the groundwater resources for Bakgatla Ba Kgafela. The 

first phase of  this project has already been completed, which 
includes a pre-feasibility assessment and a baseline study. 

We are excited to continue this project to the benefit of  all 
at Bakgatla. Having sufficient water will be a great leap in 

the socio-economic development of  Bakgatla.

"One of the most important aspects 
that will be addressed is the 

development of water infrastructure." 



opTimising 
ZAmBiAn ground 

Pieter Pretorius and Andre' Buys  recently ventured into 
Africa, heading towards the Zambian sun. Zambia is seen 
by some as the womb of Africa (refer to country outline 

on the map) and by others as the wounded Africa. 

For us, Zambia was a 
wonderful experience. The 
single most impressive 
aspect of  Zambia is the 
people, as they are open, 
warm, exceptionally friendly 
and welcoming, having an 
aversion to violence.
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~ By Pieter Pretorius, Andre' Buys and Anrie van Rooyen  ~



opTimising 
ZAmBiAn ground 

Don’t get me wrong, if  you travel 
and work in Africa, it never goes 
by without a breakdown or holdup 
somewhere. However, on this trip 
every single issue that arose turned 
out for the better, even if  it was 
simply to teach us the value of  
appointing peace and joy when facing 
trouble.

We reached our destination in 
Zambia in less than two days, 
crossing a few border posts. We 
started our survey on 750 hectares 
of  land in Zambia, a few weeks 
of  work accomplished in 5 days. 
The survey was done with the 
Conductivity Multi Depth Explorer 
(CMD Explorer), which is utilised 
for ground conductivity and in-phase 
measurements. The measurements 
depict the quality and characteristic 
of  the ground. In essence, this type 
of  survey is done with the purpose 
of  differentiation and optimisation 
of  the farmer’s land to ensure 
maximum production for the farmer.

The agricultural sector in Zambia 
is a very large sector, with 
numerous large scale commercial 
and sustenance farming activities. 
With farming activities increasing 
in relation to the available natural 
resources such as water and soil, 
precision farming is becoming 
a necessity and not a luxury. 
Empowering the Zambian farmers 
towards sustainably and effectively 
managing their fields and processes 
ensures a sustainable future for the 
agricultural sector in Zambia.
Our dream is to take hands with 
these farmers not as a trusted 
advisor or as a partner, but 
empowering the farmers with the 
correct information to ensure a 
sustainable future.
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Precious is a cheerful and compassionate young 
woman, who finds pleasure in helping and serving 

others. Touching Africa is involved in Precious’ life, both 
financially and personally. The TAG team wanted to 

update you on Precious’ life and year in Pochefstroom. 

precious ZvikonYo

In reflecting on her experience of  
her first academic year at University, 
Precious highlights the fact that she is 
grateful, feeling privileged to be studying 
at a University. Specifically the first 
semester was more of  a challenge, as she 
had to get acquainted to the University 
system, the new environment and the 
culture. The hardest part at first was 
having to independently prioritize her 
time and studying. With new people 
around and her parents far away, she had 
to get used to balancing life on her own 
and studying hard, without someone 
reminding her to prioritise or study. She 
explains that the thing about University 
is that one needs to work constantly, 
saying “it is a matter of  disciplining 
yourself, knowing who you are, what 
you want, the reason you are studying 
and how you can make everything 
work.” Precious experienced the second 
semester in a more positive way than 

the first. Now, her academics have 
improved tremendously and she seems 
more settled. She also met a lot of  new 
people and made life-long friends. 

Precious emphasises that during 2017, 
she has learnt something fundamental 
– NEVER GIVE UP! Failing two 
modules in her first semester, Precious 
felt heartbroken, thinking that she 
might not be fit for University. 
However, thanks to people who stood 
by her, her parents, Louisa and Oom 
Deon, I felt energised to study even 
harder for the second opportunity. In 
essence, Precious learned to keep on 
trusting God, not matter how tough the 
situation may seem. In this process she 
could pick herself  back up and keep on 
going, without allowing self-doubt. 
  
Precious’ highlight for the year was 
definitely turning 21 on the 26h of  
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~ By Precious Zvikonyo and Anrie van Rooyen ~



August. Precious says that, “seeing 
the love that the family God gave me 
here in Potch, including the Pretorius 
family, I was out of  words with 
gratitude.” She appreciates everyone 
helping to plan her 21st, without 
a complaint. She enjoys living in 
Potchefstroom.

Precious feels positive about the 
future, looking forward to finishing 
her studies well. She is considering 
a temporary job or a place to serve 
while studying as a means to spend 
her time wisely. After studying, she 
wants to enter the working industry 
and live out her dream by serving 
people. Precious believes that her 
purpose in life involves standing up 
for the disadvantaged and helping 

other to become the best version of  
themselves, just as she is being helped.

Asking Precious to share a few 
words on the person that she admires 
the most, she immediately, without 
hesitation, says Louisa Ralepelle. “She 
is the bigger sister i never had and 
plays that role very well.” Louisa has 
been a shoulder to cry on while at the 
same time encouraging her emotionally, 
spiritually and academically. Precious 
admires Louisa’s hard work and her 
incredible passion for people. 

Precious has the following to say to the 
Touching Africa group: 
“I never thought I would have a family 
who would be so close and involved in 
my wellbeing. I appreciate the love, the 
concerns, the best wishes, the support 
and the little chats that I get from you 
every time. I am grateful to God that 
he gave me a family and that I am not 
alone. Thank you for everything.”
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Precious Zvikonyo and her dad, 
Herkie Sandenbergh on her 21st.

Precious Zvikonyo and with a few 
friends on her 21st birthday party.



Thulisile Mpondombi 
is one of Sizanani’s 
Community Health 
workers. This year she is 
HIV+ for 20 years and 
she wants to celebrate 
this.

Why would you want 
to celebrate this, you 
might think. Thulisile 
does not celebrate that 
she is sick but that she 
is still alive after 20 
years. She became ill in 
1997 and on the advice 
of health workers had 
her blood tested. The 
results tested HIV +.  
“I thought my life was 
over, especially because 
there was not much 
help for people with 
HIV in those days”, she 
says.  She had to accept 
that she was terminally 
ill. She started to listen 
to radio programmes 
about HIV/AIDS and 
got counselled in the 
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local hospital. “The 
counselling did not 
help much” she says, 
“I got the idea that the 
nurses just saw me as a 
dying person and just 
comforted me”.

It was a turning point in 
her life when she 

came in contact with 
a support group for 
people with HIV. They 
motivated her to live a 
healthy life. 

In 2004 anti-retrovirals 
became available. She 
hesitated to use the 
tablets because it seemed 

20 years HIV +
~ By Marga Baron, Sizanani S.A. ~

Today Thulisile is a happy woman 
and a force behind the support 
group in her area. She is widely 
known and works hard as a health 

worker in her community. 



20 years HIV +
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that one getsmore ill from them. 
However, she did not want to 
miss out one the opportunity. She 
has being using these pills for a 
consecutive 13 years now.

Today Thulisile is a happy woman 
and a force behind the support 
group in her area. She is widely 
known and works hard as a 
health worker in her community. 
Sizanani helped her to organise 
her celebration. We celebrated 
her 20 years survival in a local 
school in her area. This occasion 
was attended by 200 community 
members.  The day comprised 
ofmusic, dance and of course many 
speeches and lectures about living 
with HIV. Thulisile talked about the 
prevention of the infection. Candles 
were lighted to commemorate the 
AIDS death but also to celebrate life.

One of the highlight was that 
Ms Mthethwa being one of the 
speakers. The Touching Africa 
Gazette shared her life changing 
story earlier this year. The lady 

that ate soil, due to a lack of food, to 
fill up her stomach so that she could 
take her TB and HIV medication. 
Sizanani helped her and now she 
stood on the podium, looking much 
better and sharing her story.

Through the determination of two 
women and the work of Sizanani, 
many people could hear a positive and 
encouraging message that day.

Sizanani Emplyees attending the 
meeting 

Candles were lit to commemorate the 
dead and celebrate the living

Thulisile received a certificate from 
CJM hospital for 20 years adherence 

to treatment and encouraging 
others to adhere.



Deur Stephan Pretorius 

Bestel jou boek vandag!!!

Dit is Tyd 

"Met hierdie boek wil ek jou nooi om 
saam met my na die geheim van LOGOS 
in ons midde te kyk en te verstaan hoe 
GEES vlees word in ons lewe. Ek nooi jou 
om saam met my na die dieper dimensies te soek van KONINKRYK in ons 
midde en hoe om prakties LIGGAAM van Christus te wees in elke dag. Kom 
ontdek saam met my skeppingsdoel wat sin gee aan die lewe en om TYD te 
verstaan deur in “VANDAG” te lewe, in die bedeling van OORWINNING.
Ek nooi jou om saam met my krities en met selfondersoek die hand in 
eie boesem te steek en toe te laat dat WOORD en WAARHEID ons eie 
persepsies en gekondisioneerde geloofsraamwerke aanraak. Met Jesus 
se openingsrede, meer as twee duisend jaar terug, het Hy die uitdaging 
gestel dat ons ons DENKE moet verander. Dit is steeds die groot uitdaging 
vandag!"
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