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Various events and dates regarding Touching Africa’s 2020 Planning have been 

changed, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We will keep you posted!



While most conversations today are centred around what is While most conversations today are centred around what is 
going on externally, invaluable life-changing conversations going on externally, invaluable life-changing conversations 
are sprouting from internal insights as seen in this TAG:are sprouting from internal insights as seen in this TAG:

“Jesus and the Father make their home in us; we are the temple 
of God (John 14:20, 23; 1 Cor 3:16). Jesus’ command to seek 
first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness (Matt 6:33), must 
therefore start inside ourselves, not “somewhere out there”. 
That is why a spiritual lockdown is called for: to seek and 
ultimately find the treasure hidden within us.” 
Johan Potgieter p.1Johan Potgieter p.1

“God’s masterplan prevails – regardless, and in the midst of a 
GLOBAL crisis. We must move to a next level of TRUST in God, His 
plan for planet earth, including our small world around us!”
Stephan Pretorius p.3Stephan Pretorius p.3

“If we are willing to walk in faith as Abram did, to leave and 
let go of what is “comfortable” in search of God’s promises, 
then He will lead not only us, but the generations to come, 
towards a future filled with hope.”
Martin Botha p.13Martin Botha p.13

“We are all travelling from our history towards something. I beg 
you to ensure that such travel is towards an increased intimacy 
with the Father. We do not have all the answers, but we do have 
the presence (cloud) of God.”  
David van der Westhuizen p.15David van der Westhuizen p.15

Thank you to chubby chick for 
sponsoring the tag and various 

TA community projects, such 
as the ‘you matter Touching 

africa campaign’ (p.17)



The national Covid-19 lockdown is 
forcing us to focus inwards. This is a 
major change from pre-pandemic life. 
Before “the virus”, we were increasingly 
expanding our activities, outwards, to 
new frontiers. Now Covid-19 obliges 
us to stay at home. Suddenly, families 
and households, some of them for the 
very first time, have no other option but 
to spend a long time at home, together. 
True, the result is not always positive. 
For example, one hears of an increase 
of domestic violence and many people 
are suffering economically. Isolation 
can expose the fault lines of fragile 
relationships. But the good news is 
overriding the bad news: There are 
many testimonies of children who 
are learning to see a real father and 

Declare a Spiritual lockDown
Johan Potgieter
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mother in the virtual stranger who 
used to rush to work every morning, 
only to return by evening, exhausted 
and irritated. And parents see their 
children blossoming because of the 

1: Sharing the Vision
The first section in the TAG shares vision inputs from Touching 

Africa associates. Here we share Word and testimonies, 

proclaiming what God is revealing and doing in our midst.

1

Johan Potgieter has a passion for the Kingdom, is married to Alet, with three sons and 

6 grandchildren. He is an associate of Touching Africa and lives in Potchefstroom. 

He is an extraordinary professor of law at UNISA. He studied at Harvard Law School 

and is a Life Member of Clare Hall College, Cambridge University.
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spiritual nourishment of a father and 
mother who are, for once, present 
and attentive. Let us forever cherish 
and build upon these newly-forged 
relationships.

Just as the Corona-virus lockdown 
is teaching many families that 
a healthy home is one of the 
foundations of happiness, a spiritual 
lesson can be learnt from it. For 
too long, many have searched for 
ultimate spiritual meaning and joy 
not only in pursuing “the good life” 
“out there”, but also in performing 
“good deeds”, in charitable and 
philanthropic undertakings and even 
through church activities. However 
beneficial such endeavours might 
be, they are not where the kingdom 
of God – righteousness, peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom 14:17) – 
will be found, because Jesus says 
that the kingdom of God is within 
us (Luk 17:21). Our search for the 
Kingdom must therefore start inside 
us, in our inner-being. Likewise, 
the Spirit of God is to be found in 
us (John 14:17), and Jesus and the 
Father make their home in us; we 
are the temple of God (John 14:20, 

23; 1 Cor 3:16). Jesus’ command to 
seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness (Matt 6:33), must 
therefore start inside ourselves, 
not “somewhere out there”. That is 
why a spiritual lockdown is called 
for: to keep out and protect us from 
the virus of “spiritual activities” 
that distract us from seeking, and 
ultimately finding, the treasure 
hidden within us. 

It is necessary to seek the kingdom 
and God’s righteousness in us, 
because it is hidden there. A 
successful search needs time, 
dedication, concentration, diligence 
and isolation from other activities. 
Without a period of spiritual 
isolation, we may be simply too 
busy to undertake a search into 
our inner-being. Therefore, let 
us declare a spiritual lockdown, 
enter the house inside us, light up 
the lamp of the Word of God (Ps 
119:105) and start searching there, 
undisturbed; for the righteousness, 
peace and joy of the kingdom of 
Christ, our hope of glory (Col 1:27). 
Without doubt, if we seek, we will 
find (Matt 7:7). 

Therefore, let us declare a spiritual lockdown, enter the house inside us, light 
up the lamp of the Word of God (Ps 119:105) and start searching there, undis-
turbed, for the righteousness, peace and joy of the kingdom of Christ, our hope 

of glory (Col 1:27). Without doubt, if we seek, we will find (Matt 7:7). 
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Life as we know on earth is the product 
of the interaction between the physical 
and spiritual reality. We can observe the 
physical reality around us and discuss 
its history throughout chronologic 
time. Think of this as one dimension 
of a Universal Play that we are part 
of. The spiritual reality is the second 
dimension of the Universal Play in our 
midst. It entails a “Timeless Dimension 
of Reality”, a reality discovered and 
recognised by science as part of the 
quantum physics where basic principles 
such as time, sequence, distance etc., 
totally disappear or change. This is a 
dimension with its own laws, not within 
our ability to observe. 

These two dimensions with their unique 
plays are existing on their own stage, 
back to back to each other. From the 
outside, these two ‘Plays’ appear totally 
different, but being back to back, they 
are integrated and dependant on each 
other – far beyond our understanding.

The fact is that both these quantum laws 
and the natural scientific laws (known to 
us) in the physical reality co-exist in our 
universe! That is why Jesus said: even 
a sparrow falling on the ground, is not 
without our Father! We can never ever 
escape the existence of the ‘timeless 
dimension of Reality’. If we are included 
IN CHRIST, and CHRIST is IN US, it 
makes absolute sense that Jesus said 

the BiG Slow Down - what now?
Stephan Pretorius

that we need not FEAR (references from 
Math 10:29 and 30). Furthermore, it also 
makes sense that Paul said that nothing 
can separate us from the LOVE of GOD – 
not even death!

Our biggest enemy is therefore our own 
mind, which is naturally fed by our physical 
observations, unable to fully acknowledge 
or observe the existence of the ‘timeless 
dimension of Reality’. Our minds are 
constantly processing what we see. 
Therefore, we have to SEE DEEPER!

While the physical world and its economy is 
crumbling under the pressure of the world’s 
management of the Covid-19 virus episode 
in History, the Play in the spiritual reality is 
telling a completely different but integrated 
story – the story of GOD’s agenda.

This is what we must unravel in our minds 
through the process of “metanoya” – to 
think differently than the world, to think 
parallel to GOD’s thinking pattern (Matt 
4:17). We must observe in the spiritual 
reality and change our mindset according 
to the “spiritual Play”. 

I am convinced that we are privileged to 
experience and be part of a global reset 
process, the BIG SLOWDOWN, in future 
to be known as triggered by a virus. This 
is only the platform in God’s PLAN for the 
era of the manifestation of the reality of 
CHRIST today on earth. Jesus as head of 
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the Body of Christ, physically changed the 
history of earth more than 2000 years ago. 
Today, the BODY OF CHRIST will stand up 
and once again change history through a 
multitude of individual bodies, corporately 
bind together in SPIRIT and TRUTH.

The world will experience fear, anxiety and 
confusion driven by the ego of mankind 
and unknown hidden agendas and forces. 
But in this confusion of the falling walls of 
Babylon, the real TREASURE on earth 
will be revealed like in the prophetic story 
of Joshua and the falling walls of Jericho. 
The treasure on earth today is IN US – 
CHRIST in US, the KINGDOM of GOD in 
us, the LOVE of GOD in us; the BODY of 
CHRIST. 

This treasure will hit the kingdoms of 
this world, like the stone in the prophetic 
dream by Nebuchadnezzar destroying the 
big stature he saw in the dream. As Daniel 
described the future of planet earth: “In 
the days of the kings of the world, the God 
of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall 
never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom 
be left to other people. It shall break in 
pieces all these kingdoms and bring them 
to an end, and it shall stand forever” (Dan 
2:44). 

It is time for the true BODY of CHRIST to 
stand up!

SO, what does it means for you and me, 
today, tomorrow, next week and weeks 
to come during the lockdown?

It means we must HEAR the 
voice of the LORD every day to 
know what practically to do in 
our circumstances as part of this 
bigger plan; To hear what is your 
specific role in the BODY and in 
BEING LOVE to the world. 

It means there is no room for FEAR 
– only LOVE. 

It means we must move to a next 
level of TRUST in God, His plan 
for planet earth, including our 
small world around us! If we are 
IN CHRIST we are protected! We 
are part of GOD’s PLAN, we will be 
cared for! WE must TRUST!

God’s masterplan prevails – regardless 
and in the midst of a GLOBAL crises.  The 
reality is that we are IN CHRIST. Although 
the NOW experience around us does 
not confirm this in all aspects, we are IN 
CHRIST! 

In my spirit, I see the vision of standing 
in an empty dam and observing all the 
rain and storms above in the catchment – 
knowing the flood is coming. I experience 
the uncertainty of when? How much? Will 
the dam fill up? On the other hand, will the 
dam be strong enough? Are we ready? 
What can we do now in preparation for the 
flood?? The question is not – will it rain one 
day – it is now observing the rain falling on 
a distance higher up in the catchment!!! 

~

~

~
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 2: News and Notes
The second section of  the Tag highlights news of  personnel, personal 

aspects, administration and arrangements within Touching Africa.
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Touching Africa has partnered with 
JOBJACK to roll out their online platform 
in Potchefstroom.
 
JOBJACK covers any entry-level job not 
requiring a qualification (i.e. cashiers, 
merchandisers, cleaners, store assistants, 
waiters).  They facilitate and optimise the 
complete job application process for both 
parties by connecting the employers and 
job-seekers in an automated way.
 
There are currently more than 100 000 job-
seekers on the platform, mostly focussed in 
and around Cape Town and Johannesburg 
with clients such as PEP and Hungry Lion.
If you want to list an available position in 
your company or if you are seeking a job 

JOB JACK
in Potchefstroom, please contact Louisa 
(079 512 3745) or Hanneke (072 580 
7530) for more information or sign up on 
www.jobjack.co.za and select “Touching 
Africa” under “How did you hear about 
us”.

SAVE TIME AND MONEY - FOR 
BUSINESSES, BY RECEIVING ONLY 
THE RELEVANT CANDIDATES, AND 
FOR JOB SEEKERS, BY FINDING A 
JOB NEAR YOU!

Hanneke Pretorius
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We all share one common vision on different forums and in different 
ways: We are all part of the Kingdom of God! We need to tell our stories 
as we grow in sharing the vision! Please participate in the compilation of 
the TAG and use this forum to tell your story to the rest of the network.

You can send your contributions, thus sharing the vision and KINGDOM 
STORIES with each other. We can share stories regarding doing “normal 
business” the Kingdom way. We also want to share our corporate stories, 
how we work together and how we impact society. Any news and notes 
– let’s share and grow in UNITY!
 

Email: Spretorius@ages-group.com, 
Lralepelle@touching-africa.com or 
Avanrooyen@touching-africa.com       

88 MC Roode
Potchefstroom
PO Box 19460
Noordbrug 2522
Tel: +27 82 774 2246

Write And ShAre 
YOur StOrY
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Ramotse Development 
2020
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Stephan Pretorius Jnr

Groundwater is a strategic resource in South 
Africa, with its predominantly dry and semi-
desert nature. Continuous development of our 
ability to develop and manage this resource 
is off utmost importance to the community of 
Africa.
 
We are therefore proud of the new development 
in Ramotse, one of our Touching Africa 
associates. The existing services including 
drilling, testing and equipping of boreholes, 
mostly in the Limpopo Province. 2020 has 
heralded new development with an expanded 
presence in the North West Province.
 
A rather exciting development is that of borehole 
rehabilitation, by use of high-pressure water 

jetting technology. Relatively unknown in South 
Africa at present, the rehabilitation of well-
constructed boreholes can significantly increase 
available yield from a borehole. Added to this, 
down-the-hole camera inspections are also 
part of the offering from the new development.
 
The process of designing, developing and testing 
the new equipment was often accompanied by 
heavy rainfalls and windy weather.
 
We are looking forward to assisting many 
communities and groundwater users in future 
with effective development and management 
of groundwater resources. Contact Stephan 
Pretorius Jnr  - 079 528 1371 - for more 
information.

A new and exciting specialty in Touching Africa!A new and exciting specialty in Touching Africa!



Ramotse Development 
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Due to the COVID-19 Virus 
precautions and lockdown period 
that we are in; our next BEEP 
action, originally scheduled for 16 
& 17 April, has been postponed 
until further notice.



Giving made Easy
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Donations 
(heart giving)   

TA Ecclesia   Any TA project 
or needy

BBBEE donations TA Trust TA project ringfenced 
for BBEEE points

Tax incentive 18A 
Donation

TA NPC Any TA project

Tax Deduction 
Investment (12 J 

Fund)

Umbono capital Ringfenced TA
projects

TYPE OF GIVING TA ENTITY TA BENEFICIARY

A BIG thank you to all our donors who have contributed to the people in need 
through Touching Africa.  With your generous donations we were able to 
either, distribute food parcels, or contribute to the Potch Relieve Fund.  

Take note: Touching Africa is a registered Non-Profit Company and 
a section 18A-approved organisation, that enables you to make a 
deduction from your taxable income. For any of these or more info, 

contact tliebenberg@touching-africa.com or 0825618336. 
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Kainos Projects Africa is a highly 
skilled, multi-disciplinary team 
of engineers and technicians 
with more than 100 years of 
combined experience in the design 
and construction of water- and 
wastewater treatment facilities. With 
their practical experience and in-
depth knowledge of equipment and 
unit operations, they assist clients 
with tailor made, innovative water- 
and waste treatment solutions. 

With the goal of positively impacting 
God’s Creation, the Kainos Team 
has received the calling to improve 
the quality and sustainability of 
natural water resources in Africa, 
as well as to recover value from 
organic waste, thereby positively 
impacting communities. This follows 
the scripture in Romans 8:19 that 
says that all of creation is waiting 

The Kainos Projects Africa team. 
From top left: Johan van Wyk, 
Cobus Olivier, Keenan Heynes and 
Eduard Cornelissen. From bottom 
left: Vincent Zeelie, Maurice van 
Blommestein, Pieter Avenant, Ruan 
Erasmus and Hendri Verster (absent: 
Ruan Basson and Linda Hitchings).

with expectancy for the sons of God to 
be revealed. This team prioritizes their 
focus on Africa and living out their core 
values with a Kingdom focus. 

 3: Corporate Tools in TA 
The last section consists of  articles that report on the development of  all 

Touching Africa Co-operatives and their activities in our midst, as well as the 

development and activities of  all other corporative tools in the network.

TA Integrated Development Services

Kainos Projects africa
Cobus Olivier

 3: Corporate Tools in TA 10
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The company is also closely committed 
to generating profit for sowing into the 
needs of communities through relief 
and upliftment projects. 

The Kainos Team is currently operating 
as an essential services company to 
provide clients with solutions for any 
water-related needs including new 
treatment plants- and equipment, 
existing plant equipment upgrades, 
operations and maintenance, process- 
and control optimization, chemicals 
and consumables and specialised 
membrane cleaning and maintenance. 

A distillery wastewater treatment 
plant in Wellington by Kainos 

Projects Africa.

Reverse osmosis (desalination) 
skid by Kainos Projects Africa for 
a wastewater treatment plant in 

Worcester.

They are capable of retrofitting 
automation and instrumentation to 
improve the performance of existing 
water treatment infrastructure for 
remote monitoring purposes. Other 
services they offer include on-site 
audits, sampling campaigns and 
troubleshooting. 

You can visit the Kainos Projects Africa website at 
www.kainosafrica.com. Alternatively, contact them 

directly at info@kainosafrica.com or 082 873 2612.

 3: Corporate Tools in TA 11



WHO ARE WE
Aqua Partner NPC is a non-profit company founded as a vehicle for making a 
tangible difference to communities in Africa in need of safe water related solutions.

WHAT CAN WE DO
Mobile Water Treatment Solutions for Surface, Ground and Sea water.
Operations Training of Existing Water Treatment Facilities.
Sewage Treatment Packaged Plants.
Solar Powered Water Treatment Plants
Rainwater Harvesting Systems

HOW CAN WE TO MAKE A CHANGE
Our vision is to positively impact communities throughout Africa by executing projects 
aimed at improving the quality and sustainability of water resources

SOME OF OUR PROJECTS:

7

RAINWATER HARVESTING
Aqua Partner Installed a new 
rainwater harvesting system 
for an Institute in Wellington, 
South Africa, where parents 
taking care of orphaned 
& vulnerable children, are 

equipped and empowered. 

TYPICAL WATER 
TREATMENT SYSTEM

Aqua Partner can facilitate the 
design and manufacturing of 
water treatment plants. This is 
a typical fully automated water 
treatment system that can be run 
successfully from Solar Energy.

AFRICAN COMMUNITY
Aqua Partner in collaboration 
with Water Mission is proudly 
assisting a community in 
Kenya with a safe drinking 
water treatment system. This 
system will impact hundreds 
of lives by treating saline water 

to safe drinkable water.

+27 83 67 45 220 info@aquapartner.org

TA Integrated Development Services
Martin Olivier

aqua Partner

 3: Corporate Tools in TA 12
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eDucation in 2020eDucation in 2020

 4: Network Businesses reflecting Kingdom

 4: Network Businesses 
reflecting Kingdom   

The last section includes stories of  how “normal business”  

is an instrument in the hands of  the Kingdom.

13

THE JOURNEY TO OVERCOMING 
COVID-19: Seeking first the 
Kingdom and His righteousness

Isn’t it interesting that when God 
called Abram to leave the “known 
world”, that which was familiar to 
him, and to go out into unchartered 
territory, that Abram became known 
as a Hebrew?

The word “Hebrew” means “One 
who crosses over”. Abram’s 
obedience led to a covenant that 
was passed on over generations! 
However, it cost him to adapt to 
change – constant change! In fact, 
his faith in God made him not only 
able to face the unknown, but to 
embrace it and to see God’s glory 
in everything that he did. Everyone 
knows Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is 
the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things unseen” 
(NKJV). As examples of people 
of faith, God chose to focus a 

lot on Abraham. It was Abraham’s 
obedience and trust in God, through 
the unknown and impossible, that led 
to God’s blessing not only resting on 
Abraham, but also on generations 
to come. This faith, this belief in the 
unseen promise, was accredited to 
Abraham as righteousness (i.e. To be 
in a right-standing relationship with 
God). Not earned by good things done, 
but as a declaration by the King upon 
a faithful servant, and as a Father 
towards his beloved son.

Martin Botha



My name is Martin Botha. I am husband to a beautiful wife, Annerie, and 
father to 5 beautiful children. In the workforce, I am the Managing Director of 
StudyXpress, an independent school in Potchefstroom, North West. Our slogan 
is, “More than conquerors”. We believe that education should be a ministry 

platform for learners to discover that they are “More than conquerors”.

7 14 4: Network Businesses reflecting Kingdom

In this time of COVID-19, fear seems to 
knock eagerly on the door of every home, 
and every heart. Fear for our economy; 
Fear for health; Fear for life; Fear for 
family; And I believe especially, fear for 
the future of our children. Fear exists 
for an academic year that is lost, and 
concerns regarding the impact it will have 
in holding back millions of learners.

Time and time again, God has reminded 
me: “Seek first the Kingdom and His 
righteousness, then all these things will 
be given unto you” (Matt. 6:33).

Lately, God has particularly been 
reminding me of the context of the rest 
of this Scripture. Isn’t it remarkable that 
both before and after this verse, Jesus 
challenged people not to fear “the day of 
tomorrow”? He was not saying that there 
would not be problems. Instead He seems 
to assure His followers that when we 
focus on God today, in the here and now, 
then sustenance and supply are not far 
away, just like manna in the wilderness.

If we are willing to walk as Abram did, to 
leave and let go of what is “comfortable” 
in search of God’s promises, then He will 
lead not only us, but the generations to 
come, towards a future filled with hope.

CHANGE IS A CATALYST, NOT A 
CATASTROPHE

Education is not lost. Our hope is not lost. 
The future is lost on us, but only because 
the future was never ours to own in the first 
place. This challenge (COVID-19) that we 
are experiencing, is yet another opportunity 
for God to reveal His glory. In education, 
He is about to confound the minds of the 
wise, to use the simple to establish His 
glory. Challenge is leading to change. As 
the school building was a place for learning, 
like the church building a place for worship, 
and the house a place for food. So now 
we see that the home is the foundation 
for all these things, and the “school” and 
the “church” are invited into the home to 
minister there.

The family, and the blessing intended to rest 
on families, was never meant to be overtaken 
by “outside” institutions. It was always meant 
to form a community, a network of people 
working together to the benefit of the family, 
and to the glory of God. 

My prayer for each one in this time is from 
Psalm 23:3, “He restores my soul: He leads 
me in the paths of righteousness for His 
Name’s sake.” May you and your family be 
blessed by the company of His presence 
and peace.



About two thousand years ago, 
Jesus said: “Let me tell you why 
you are here.  You are here to 
be salt, bringing out the God-
flavours in this world …... You are 
here to be light, bringing out the 
God-colours in this world.” (The 
Message: Matt 5:13-14)

About 10 years ago, a Canadian 
preacher, from a stage in the 
South of England, said to the 
South African: “You there with the 
black shirt.  I have a word for you.  
I see you working for government.  
I see you working with a multi-
million dollar programme that will 
change the lives of many people.  
I see you working at the highest 
level of decision making.”  I 
thought this guy has lost it.  I was 
part of senior management in an 
established consulting company.  
I had no intention to ever work for 
government.  Definitely not for the 
South African government.

About two years ago, I attended the 
Lifework Leadership programme.  
It is a programme focussed on 
the development of business 
leaders based on the life and 
work of Jesus.  At the graduation 
ceremony, a friend joined me and 
my wife at the table (his wife was 
on a business trip).  During the 
main course he said: “Everything 
belongs to God.  We are only 

David van der Westhuijzen 
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why i Do what i Dowhy i Do what i Do
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custodians.”  I was not quite sure 
how he came to that conclusion, as 
it was never discussed as part of 
Lifework Leadership.

Last year I read a book titled 
“Follow the cloud” by John Stikl.  
It deals with the journey from 
Egypt to the promised land.  The 
promised land is not a destination 
or a circumstance.  The promised 
land is an intimate relationship with 
the Father.  All we need to do, it to 
follow the cloud, one step at a time.

God confronted me on several 
fronts.  I resigned from consulting 
because I realised that I became 
my job description and was not 
focussed on being light and salt.  I 
did not know the next step.  I was 
scared to simply follow the cloud.

Six months ago, an ex-colleague 
phoned: “The National Department 
of Basic Education is looking 

 4: Network Businesses reflecting Kingdom

for someone to manage their 
infrastructure programme.”  After an 
interview and a subsequent letter 
of appointment from the Minister of 
Basic Education, I was appointed 
as the Head of Infrastructure.  I am 
the custodian of 11 million learners 
in 24 000 public schools.  I am the 
custodian of R12 000 000 000 (that 
is 12 billion) per year, implemented 
through 7 000 projects.

We are all travelling from our 
history towards something.  I beg 
you to ensure that such travel is 
towards an increased intimacy 
with the Father.  We do not have 
all the answers, but we do have 
the presence (cloud) of God.  
Simply follow that, one step at a 
time.  Always be sensitive to the 
prophetic word spoken over you.  
It may be the opening of a window 
on the next season of your life with 
more God-flavours and more God-
colours than you ever imagined.     
  



 5: Touching Africa Projects
The third section involves projects by the Touching Africa Development Trust, 

outlining the different projects and programs that have an impact on society.
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Banna Ba Kae Tlokwe Men’s Forum was 
established on the 23rd of September 2011 in 
Potchefstroom. The organization is a Non-Profit 
Organization (Registration No: 098 – 777 – 
NPO). Our rationale is to encourage government 
and civil society to initiate programs and 
services aimed at engaging Men and Boys in 
Preventing Gender-Based Violence, Femicide 
and LGBTIQA+ community. Most importantly, 
we aim to improve and deliver quality, sensitive, 
compassionate and respectful services to one 
of the most vulnerable groups in our community: 
Victims of Violence.

The personnel of Banna Ba Kae wishes to 
extend their humble gratitude to the B4E 
Foundation. Banna Ba Kae personnel took time 

Providing goods in ikageng

and packaged the goods into small quantities. 
In this way, we managed to share these goods 
with approximately 100 households and one 
Orphanage within our community.

We would also like to thank Touching African 
for their assistance in this process as well as 
Favourite Flavours and Fragrances for the 
packaging of the food.

Saki Tlotleng



17  5: Touching Africa Projects

There is a saying: “no one has ever 
become poorer by giving.” If one is in a 
position to help someone else, why not do 
so. In Touching Africa, we truly prioritise the 
end user and rural communities are at the 
centre of our hearts.

The Covid-19 pandemic has left the world in 
havoc. So many measures have been put 
in place in an attempt to prevent the spread 
of the virus. We have seen a number of 
South Africans panic buy, implement social 
distancing and stay at home.

There are however many South Africans 
who cannot afford to stockpile, people who 
cannot stay at home as home to them is a 
one room shack with 5 plus people living in 
it. There are a number of residents who do 
not have water and can therefore not afford 
to stay indoors.

You Matter 
touChing afriCa CaMPaign

I am a resident of Makotopong Village, Polokwane in Limpopo. 
Many people contacted me seeking assistance with food. This 
has led to the start of the “You Matter Touching Africa Campaign” 
where individuals and public organisations became involved in 
helping those in need during this crisis. 

Louisa Ralepelle

We would like to thank everyone and Chubby Chick Potchefstroom for assisting us 
in feeding 50 households for a month and more. We trust that this Campaign will 

continue to assist communities in need.
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Mama Catherine was previously involved 
with the Seboni Garden and was 
spearheading it. This year she is not 
involved there, but focusing more attention 
on the children around her.

She is a housemother for HIV/AIDS 
orphans on the Real Life Center premises 
and she truly has a passion for children.

“Train up a child in that way that he should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” {Proverbs 22:6 NKJV}

This is how the Real Life family has been 
spending time during lockdown. So glad 
to have Mama Catherine teaching these 
children to invest in the future and that it 
is an act of worship to work to provide for 
your family. Thanks, MamaC!

real life

Centre
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Metsi a Batho

THE FOCUS NEEDS TO SHIFT FROM NEW RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT TO MANAGING THE CURRENT WATER RESOURCES AND USAGE. 

19

Thabiso Katiba

South Africa, one of the driest countries 
in the world, is on the verge of a major 
water crisis that will affect iets economic 
and social stability. Based on the current 
status of water in our country, all parts 
of society need to come together and 
focus on water efficiency.  Even though 
the recent droughts have brought water 
supply to the attention of authorities, 
the challenge is far broader and more 
still needs to be done. The increase in 
population, climate change and future 
demand of economic development, 
could see water supply defining our 
country’s progress. If no immediate 
action is taken this could lead to 
social conflicts, limit socio-economic 
development and exacerbate already 
marginalised communities.

South Africans need to change their 
approach regarding water provision 
and management. Currently money is 
spent on new resource development 
and building new dams, which will 
take time to solve the immediate crisis. 

However, the focus needs to shift 
from new resource development to 
managing the current water resources 
and usage. According to Action-Aid 
report written in 2016 on South African’s 
water challenges, the domestic and 
municipal sectors, using 27% of 
South African water, can reduce their 
consumption by at least 12–30% by 
repairing physical leaks and increasing 
household water efficiency. Unless our 
communities are educated and trained 
on sustainable water use and the 
scarcity of water in South Africa, the 
problem will remain with us for a very 
long time.
 
To make a difference, Metsi-A-Batho 
project aims to facilitate and provide 
communities with capacity building on 
sustainable water use, operation and 
maintenance of boreholes and water 
infrastructure so that communities 
are able to do something to help 
government on fighting droughts and 
water wastage. The project is divided 
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into three phases based on national 
and international educational and 
training for pump operators and water 
infrastructure maintenance teams 
methods. The development of the 
training manuals is done by professional 
and experienced individuals in the 
water and educational industry. Phase 
1 entails training of pump operators, 
phase 2 entails community workshops 
on sustainable water use and phase 3 
entails supporting the pump operators 
and evaluating practical application of 
their knowledge.
 
To kick start the project, North-West 
University SJGD has donated R10 000. 

This might appear to be a drop in the 
ocean, but knowing that someone out 
there believes in this vision is a great 
thing. A community in need has been 
identified and training will start as soon 
as business goes back to normal, taking 
into account COVID-19 restrictions. 

LET’S MAKE ACCESS TO WATER 
A PRIORITY.


