
Being the Difference

Oct - Dec 2020

TAG
Touching Africa Gazette

Touching Africa is an organization that provides 
a corporate and institutional framework to the 
dream of making a difference in Africa. Our 
vision is to contribute to sustainable growth and 
development in Africa, to ultimately realize the full 

potential and calling of Africa on a global scale...  
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We share a common vision: BEING part of the Kingdom of God! 
As we grow in unity and share in the Touching Africa vision, we 
need to share our stories of hope and change! We invite you to 
participate in the Touching Africa Network through the forum of 

the TAG, now to be distributed on a quarterly basis.

We invite individuals and organizations to bring your time, 
expertise, resources, dreams and stories and partner with us in 

Being the Difference!
 

Share Your StorYShare Your StorY

Touching Africa Gazette 
Contents

Email: Spretorius@touching-africa.com, 
or Avanrooyen@touching-africa.com       

Whatsapp: 074 341 7582 
Please remember to save the TA number



Vision

1  1: Sharing the Vision

This was a difficult year to SEE clearly. On 
the one hand, there was a lot of turmoil in the 
world; on the other hand, a distinctive year 
of change emerged. This was a time that 
prepared us to have a better understanding 
of a NEW DISPENSATION – a new era 
in history. Paul references Jesus when he 
explains the actions of the ecclesia in 1 Cor 
11: the breaking of bread – that refers to 
BEING A BODY; and the drinking of wine 
– that refers to a NEW DISPENSATION. 
Thus, a new era within this BODY – a 
dispensation totally different from the world. 
This is where we find ourselves at the end 
of 2020: in a position where the BODY 
of Christ is awakening to reflect a NEW 
DISPENSATION as the ecclesia. 

The question is now: How do we define this 
NEW DISPENSATION within our reality 
in Africa; and more specifically, within 
Touching Africa as an organization? How do 
we love the people around us in such a way 
that it makes a difference in their lives and 

Stephan Pretorius and Piet Barnard

circumstances? The answer to this question 
will determine the VISION for 2021.

Piet Barnard stated that the vision to “Touch 
Africa” leads to a world where God reigns and 
nations of all cultures work together, reflecting 
the unique nature of Gods character. But how 
does one release from the buried world of 
spiritual truth the ever-lasting reality to which 
traditions make us blind? 

The answer to the questions is that only 
the truth will set us free. A truth founded in 
the Spiritual reality and “born from above”, 
revealed through LOVE, within the framework 
of trust relationship. All men have received 
from God, a nature, a spirit capable of 
fellowship with Him, even sharing dominion 
over all creation. Otherwise, the Son of God 
could not become man, not count it worthy 
and call us His brothers. Jesus proved 
how humility and subjection to God were 
the sure path to glory and honour. Peter 
made the statement that we are “partakers 



Vision

2 1: Sharing the Vision

of the divine nature” that gives us 
access to “divine power that gave 
us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness” (2 Pe1:3,4). What 
a destiny. What a vision – to lead 
people within a framework of 
relationship to discover their true 
self in Jesus Christ! 

When it comes to destiny there is 
a challenge: the fear to venture 
outside the collective unless truly 
being “born from above”. The 
gospel overcomes this fear and we 
believe that Africa can only reach 
its full potential through Jesus. 
Given that, this amazing identity 
and fulfilment in Jesus (Heb 2:5-
9) is often hidden and needs to be 
unveiled through the renewal of our 
minds.

Our VISION is being who 
we are in Christ and being 
the difference in Africa.

Our MISSION in Touching Africa is:
● To build trust relationships that enable us to
 live out our mandate to lead one another to
 our true identity and destiny.
● To make a tangible difference in communities
 through the supply of water, housing solutions
 and contributing to food security. 
● To develop supporting tools within the
 education, enterprise and social development
 sectors on various levels.



Order your pair of Touching 
Africa branded shoes now 

at R899 a pair, making 
every step count! Contact 

Stephan Potgieter for more 
information: spotgieter@
touching-africa.com.

News and Notes
Ani Vileli’s women have been redeemed from an 
industry that crippled them spiritually, emotionally 
and physically. Prostitution is not a “work”; it is 
the carnage of the dignity of God’s Bride. This 
beautiful exit program has given them their dignity 
as creativity back... now they can sew, crochet , 
garden and cook! Your local sales contact is Sanki 

at 018 297 6588.

Touching Africa (TA), in association with Africa 
Fresh Coffee, supplies Hand-crafted, Single 
Origin, Direct Trade, 100% Arabica Coffees. 
Africa Fresh Coffee is about the perfect 
blend between the finest hand-crafted Africa 
produced coffee and a passion for the people 
and communities at SOURCE. Enjoy Touching 
Africa Coffee and support African farmers and 
the African community. Please contact Piet 
Barnard for more information: 0829084854
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FOODSTEPS

A starter pack that contains a step-by-step booklet, 
seeds (five different crop varieties), fertilizer and 

nutrient needs provides supplementary nutrition to 
a household of 4 to 6 people for 4 to 6 weeks.

As a business you can contact 
us to use the platform for 
your job listings and the 
optimisation of your whole 
appointment process!  If you 
are an individual seeking job 
opportunities, please register 

on www.jobjack.co.za

and Notes
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GiviNG made easy

As a Touching Africa partner, it is easy to commit to monthly giving. You 

can create an automatic recurring payment or a stop order to make a 

series of future dated recurring payments from your bank account.

If you want to support Touching Africa projects that addresses the 

need in Touching Africa and want to make use of TAX-deductible 

investments or BBEEE points, please contact Tiaan Liebenberg:

tliebenberg@touching-africa.com or 082 561 8836.

For once-off or recurring EFT payments, here is the bank details for 

the Touching Africa Ecclesia account:

TA Ecclesia
FNB 6236 7145 680

Branch: 250 655

““REAL HOPE IS TO GIVE FROM LOVE REAL HOPE IS TO GIVE FROM LOVE 
AND TRUST FOR A RETURN. AND TRUST FOR A RETURN. GIVE IS GIVE IS 
TEMPORARYTEMPORARY, , GAIN FOR EVERGAIN FOR EVER..” ” ~ SJP~ SJP
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GiviNG made easy
Touching Africa undertakes to:

Provide Network Partners with exposure to activities within Touching Africa 
through various means, including the Touching Africa Gazette (TAG).

Develop opportunities to work together and give partners exposure to 
each other in order to enhance activities, business and project opportunities aligned 
with the vision and character of Touching Africa.

Develop Co-operative structures linked to a Co-operative Financial Institution, 
as well as other institutional structures required to ensure fund management within a 
system of integrity.

Develop a professional corporate profile of Touching Africa to position itself in the 
marketplace as a fund manager and A sOLUTION OF INTEGRITY to social challenges.   

Develop a broader Touching Africa network with a widespread footprint, 
and supporting services aligned with the vision and mission including branding, marketing 
and the application of the “proudly supporting Touching Africa” branding.

Render leadership and elderly guidance aligned with the Kingdom-vision 
and character of Touching Africa on all levels of involvement and interaction within the 
network. 

       touchiNG africa 
         Network PartNer BeNefits

Touching Africa consists of a specific 
group of Network PARTNERS 

who support project and solution 
developments through a voluntary 

monthly contribution to finance 
the functionality and operation of 

Touching Africa and related activities.  
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This month we want to introduce and thank one of 
our Network Partners.  Jonathan Baron from BKD 
Auditors has been a cornerstone in partnering 
with Touching Africa NPC and the Touching Africa 
Development Trust. We have received expert 
advice on all matters needed and we especially 
want to thank them in this issue of the TAG.  We 
invite anyone in the Touching Africa network to 
use their services.  Here are some of the ways 
they can be of assistance:

 3: Touching Africa Partners

Bkd auditors 

• Auditing and independent review of financial statements
• Compilation of and accounting officer’s duties with regards to financial
 statements
• Full internal accounting function including accounting records, invoicing,
 payments 
• Full tax compliance function including VAT, PAYE and income tax returns
• Full outsourced payroll function including payments, pay slips, EMP501
 reconciliations
• Registrations for Workmen’s Compensation, UIF, CIDB and import
 export
• (Re)Structuring of entities and groups for taxation, BBBEE or estate
 planning purposes
• Advising on mergers and acquisitions
• All company secretarial services, including setting up of new companies,
 directors changes, changes in shareholders
• Consulting regarding business processes, 
 profitability etc
• Advising on BBBEE ownership structures  
 and general BBBEE compliance

For more information, contact Jonathan Baron:
084 506 3706 
or visit their website: 
http://www.bkdo.co.za
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Bkd auditors 

In South Africa, 2.1 million households 
live in informal settlements and, 
225 000 of these are within North 
West Province. Typical issues in 
informal settlements include the 
absence of formal electricity, water 
and/or sewer services as well as 
high crime rates. With government 
upgrading programmes in process, 
this phenomenon is a permanent 
reality for many who may not qualify 
for the upgrading programmes. It 
is estimated that female headed 
households constitute 40% of the 
informal settlement households in 
South Africa; and 30% of those in the 
North West Province.

Women are more vulnerable 
than their male counterparts 
and the general wellbeing, 
safety, security and stability of 
children and families are often 
the responsibility of women.

 4: Touching Africa Projects

The Women 4 Housing 4 Women programme was 
developed to improve the lives and livelihoods 
of women living in adverse conditions. Through 
the programme we reach out and assist women 
with their housing structures and anything related 
thereto (such as electricity, water and sewer).  
The individual stays part of the programme as 
their needs evolve and continue. Stewardship 
and taking responsibility by the beneficiary are 
important components of the programme. 

Hanneke Pretorius 

8



Before

Maria Ndakana is our first beneficiary in the 
Women 4 Housing for Women programme. 
She lives in an informal settlement in 
Ikageng (Potchefstroom) without any 
services.  We are happy to report that since 
May 2020, Maria’s roof has been repaired 
again, a stoep, including a small bench with 
decorating flowers, has been added to her 
house and a new door with a lock was fitted 
for the family’s safety. Her chickens now 
also have a chicken pen. 

While busy with the upgrading of her 
structure, a fellow from Brits visiting family 
close-by Maria’s house came up to Pieter 
Pretorius and said: “There is hope for this 
country, brother.” On another occasion, 
arriving home from work one day, Maria was 
greeted by an acquaintance resting on her 

bench and enjoying the shade for a moment. 

With our competent team, we can assist women 
to improve their livelihood while being stewards 
of what they have and standing in relationship 
with Touching Africa network members. 
Through empowering these women, they can 
ultimately change the destiny of their children 
and the community around them.

Touching Africa invites you to get 
involved in this exciting project - making 
a tangible difference in the lives of the 

women around us!!

Please contact Hanneke Pretorius

072 580 7530
for more information on how you can be 

involved in this initiative.

9  4: Touching Africa Projects

“Overcoming poverty is not a task of charity, it is an “Overcoming poverty is not a task of charity, it is an 
act of justice. Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is act of justice. Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is 
not natural. It is man-made and it can be overcome not natural. It is man-made and it can be overcome 

and eradicated by the actions of human beings. and eradicated by the actions of human beings. 

Sometimes it falls on a generation to be great. You Sometimes it falls on a generation to be great. You 
can be that great generation. Let your greatness can be that great generation. Let your greatness 

blossom.blossom.” ~ Nelson Mandela” ~ Nelson Mandela



After
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Martha, Nosipho, Tshepo, Anna and 
Johannes are working with the Real 
Life Community Centre in Ikageng, 
Potchefstroom. They will be thrilled to 
know you are reading about them and 
their new found interest in vegetable 
gardening. Their daily drudge to boredom 
was interrupted when Skills for Africa 
presented a three-day gardening course 
in Ikageng. The visit, two weeks after 
receiving their certificates, was to see the 
practical results at home.   

The initiative by Real Life Centre, under 
the stewardship of Peter Africa, is not only 
offering a way out, but also a way into 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. 
It was this aspect that was underlined 
during our visit, giving reason to thank 
God for His goodness.

Martha: ‘The training helped me so 
much - to do this myself. I can check 
the soil quality, insects and worms 
that might cause harm and the effects 
of clay and watering of plants.  I learnt 
a lot and am thankful to God’.
Nosipho: ‘The training really helped 
and motivated me. I am so proud of 
my Certificate’.

Thepo’s father has noticed the change 
in his son. He has stopped running 
around and will motivate him to keep 
it up.

Anna: ‘The training helped me plan, 
plant and make seed beds. I have 
learnt to pray over my plants and my 
young daughter is helping me and 
learning at the same time. 

Johannes said he has learnt 
something new. Before he lived 
on the streets. Now gardening is 
disciplining him. Before he took 
God lightly and now realises how 
important God is in his life.

Phomello previously disliked 
gardening. The training inspired her 
and as she has no soil to cultivate, 
she has taken a corner at Real Life 
Centre to grow vegetables. She has 
a head start in knowing Christ.

We are proud of you all and trust you 
will inspire those around you. We bless 
you in Jesus’ Name and give thanks to 
Skills for Africa and Real Life for their 
commitment.
 

GardeNiNG ProGram
Real  Life  Community  Centre

“IF YOU CAN’T FEED “IF YOU CAN’T FEED A HUNDRED PEOPLE,A HUNDRED PEOPLE,
THEN FEED THEN FEED JUST ONE”JUST ONE”  ~ MOTHER TERESA~ MOTHER TERESA

Information from Peter Africa

 4: Touching Africa Projects11
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GardeNiNG ProGram
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Until recently, I was not aware that the coffee 
(arabica) plant originates from Africa, from 
the province of Kaffa (from which its name 
is derived), situated in the south-western 
highlands of Ethiopia. 

The formal cultivation and use of coffee as 
a beverage began early in the 9th century 
and the transformation of coffee as a trendy 
social drink occurred in the Arabian Peninsula 
through the establishment of the first coffee 
houses.

From there, coffee was transported to the 
East where Muslim traders and travellers 
introduced coffee to Sri Lanka (Ceylon) 
in 1505. By 1517, coffee had reached 
Constantinople following the conquest of 
Egypt by Salim I; and by 1530, it had been 
established in Damascus. Coffee houses 
were opened in Constantinople in 1554, and 
their advent provoked religious inspired riots 
that forced the coffee houses to temporarily 
close. However, they survived their critics, 
and their luxurious interiors became a regular 
rendezvous for those engaged in radical 
political thought and dissent.

Venetian traders introduced coffee to Europe 
in 1615, a few years after the introduction of 
tea in 1610. Again, its introduction aroused 
controversy in Italy when some clerics said 

it should be banned as it was the Devil’s drink. 
The first coffee house in Venice was opened in 
1683. The famous Café Florian in the Piazza 
San Marco, established in 1720, is the oldest 
surviving coffee house in Europe. 
In 1650, the first coffee house in England was 
opened in Oxford, by a man called Jacob. 
Yup, that one. Throughout the 17th and 
18th centuries, coffee houses proliferated in 
Europe. Nothing quite like coffee houses or 
café, had ever existed before; the novelty of 
a place to enjoy a relatively inexpensive and 
stimulating beverage in convivial company. 
This established a social habit that has endured 
for over 400 years. 

With the rapid growth in popularity of coffee 
houses, the European powers began competing 
with each other to establish coffee plantations 
in their respective colonies. The Dutch had 
gained a head start in 1616 and began large 
scale cultivation in Sri Lanka in1658. years 
later, in 1718, the Dutch transplanted coffee 
to Surinam and soon after the plant became 
widely established in South America; which 
was to become the coffee centre of the world. 
In 1878, the story of coffee’s journey around 
the world came full circle when the British 
laid foundations of Kenya’s coffee industry by 
introducing plants to British East Africa; next 
to the country where coffee had first been 
discovered a  thousand years before.

 4: Touching Africa Projects

the history of Coffee Edited from an article written 
by Professor Nkiru Nzegwu



the history of Coffee 
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AFRICA FRESH COFFEE is about the perfect blend between 
the finest hand-crafted Africa produced coffee and a passion 
for the people and communities at SOURCE. Choose AFRICA 

FRESH and become a part of Coffee on a Mission.

Touching Africa (TA), is entering a new 
phase in its association with AFRICA 
FRESH COFFEE, an established supplier 
of Hand-crafted, Single Origin, Direct 
Trade, 100% Arabica Coffees. This simply 
means it is hand-grown, hand-picked, 
hand-sorted, hand-roasted and hand-
packaged for your ultimate enjoyment.

Please contact 
Piet Barnard for 

more information: 
0829084854

Enjoy Touching 
Africa Coffee 
and support 

African farmers 
and the African 

community.

14
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Early in 2007, Peter and Magrieta Afrika started 
a feeding project that reached 35 children. Soon, 
the children brought their parents and the idea 
of Real Life Community Centre was born. Today, 
up to 100 children are involved and reached 
through various programs.

One of these includes a reading program. You 
and I know what a life changing experience it 
is to read and learn! Adventure stories are the 
easiest way to travel the world. It is thrilling to 
think that any township kid, with a little bit of 
help, can escape and embark on adventures for 
hours on end and dream of a life with endless 
possibilities! Hold on to this blessed thought, 
because we need your help.

Magrieta has initiated a reading program for 
children aged 5 – 12 after being motivated by 
research done with the Sunday school children. 
This clearly showed the children had few, if any 
reading skills, and so the reading project began.

Three key early literacy measures taken are:
1. Alphabetic knowledge 
2. Sound of words
3. Invented spelling 

Story time is important to children and it is 
important to read out loud to children. Once 
they master the basics, the children develop 
background knowledge about a range of topics. 
Their vocabulary expands, which assists in later 
reading comprehension and the development of 
reading strategies.
 
We are surely aware of how the ability to read has 
empowered us. Therefore, we need your help in 
this. Please contact us if you want to assist or be 
involved in this project.

 4: Touching Africa Projects

readiNG ProGram
Real  Life  Community  Centre

“EDUCATION IS “EDUCATION IS THE MOST POWERFUL TOOL THE MOST POWERFUL TOOL YOU CAN YOU CAN 
USE USE  TO CHANGE THE WORLD”  TO CHANGE THE WORLD” ~ NELSON MANDELA~ NELSON MANDELA

Information received from Peter Africa

PolokwaNe Parkie soccer



readiNG ProGram
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PolokwaNe Parkie soccer

Studies show that there is a link 
between the built environment and the 
physical, social, and economic health 
of a community. Public parks are an 
essential city function that provide 
countless value to our citizens.

Why are public parks important?
● Public parks contribute to the ecology 

of the environment as well as the 
psychological well-being of the 
environment. 

They integrate our daily lives with 
natural systems. 

They create habitats for species.

They hold cultural significance. It is 
the platform for social and community 
gatherings. 

Public parks attract home buyers 
and business owners. They increase 
property value.

Public parks reduce pollution (air, 
noise, water).

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

The Polokwane Parkie Soccer is an initiative 
to integrate the local community through the 
great game of soccer, and simultaneously 
upgrade the existing public space. 

Within the duration of a few months we 
have grown our family to more than 30 
participants. People from all walks of life. It is 
a small start, but by simply getting together 
every day at 17:00 and enjoying a game of 
soccer, we are transforming the park! There 
are great things to come.    

Hercules Strydom
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steyNsdorP 
Agricultural  Water  Supply

Touching Africa is  
fortunate to take hands 
with the Mineworkers 
Development Agency 

Karel van Rooyen

(MDA) to alleviate the plight 
of drought-stricken farmers 
in Steynsdorp. At present the 
surface water system supplying the farmers with 
much needed water is in a state of disrepair. 
The current interim solution being implemented, 
involves replacing approximately 10% of the 
approximately 5-kilometre-long pipeline transferring 
water from a catchment in the mountains, to the 
storage dam located close to their irrigation area. The 
aim is to increase the available water for agriculture 
substantially and in doing so unlock further funding 
to implement the long-term sustainable solution.

The community is heavily reliant on agriculture for a 
source of sustainable income. Currently, off-take contracts with various chain stores 
are in-place. The most pertinent obstacle to fulfilling these contracts is a continuous, 
reliable water supply. Community involvement and willingness to help solve the 
issues, is ever present and we hope to add hope, especially in the current economic 
conditions.    

“WATER IS THE LIFEBLOOD OF OUR BODIES, “WATER IS THE LIFEBLOOD OF OUR BODIES, 
OUR ECONOMY, OUR NATION OUR ECONOMY, OUR NATION AND OUR AND OUR 

WELL-BEING” ~ STEPHEN JOHNSONWELL-BEING” ~ STEPHEN JOHNSON



steyNsdorP 
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Pedestrian Crossing
Jan Myburgh
Ages Omega (Eastern Cape) was 
appointed, on behalf of Buffalo City 
Metropolitan Municipality (BCMM), to 
conduct environmental monitoring work 
for the construction of walkways in the 
Duncan village informal settlement area. 
The purpose of this project was aimed 
at the safety of the local residents when 
commuting  between various areas in 
the informal settlement. As seen below, 
before the introduction of the project, 
local residents were using makeshift 
bridges to cross the strong flowing 
stream, which was a safety hazard and a 
ticking clock for a fatal incident to occur. 
The surrounding area around the river 

crossing was very contaminated from 
general waste which was also causing 
health and hygiene problems. From an 
environmental point of view, the challenge 
of this project was to ensure that the 
proposed project didn’t trigger any listed 
activities in the National Environmental 
Act of 1998 (NEMA). Before any form 
of construction were to be carried out, 
Ages Omega prepared an environmental 
screening report. The goal behind this 
was to do a site visit and determine the 
sensitivity of the area and see if the 
proposed methodology and construction 
layout of the engineers would trigger any 
NEMA listed activities. 

Duncan village                       
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In the end, the outcome of the proposal 
was that no EIA process was needed 
and the contractor will have to strictly 
adhere to the guidelines and measures 
as set out in the Environmental 
Management Programme (EMPr) 
that we generated for the project. 
We have also advised that constant 
Environmental Monitoring services 
be carried out for the duration of 
the project so that the sensitivity of 
the environment in the project area 
does not deteriorate any further due 
to construction related activities. At 
that point, Ages Omega was also 
appointed to do Environmental 

Control Officer (ECO) work for the 
project. The end result of the project 
was truly satisfying. The outcome was 
positive for both the community and 
environment. The local community 
was delighted to know that they can 
now cross over the stream without 
the possibility of being injured. The 
environment is less prone to become 
contaminated again as well a lower 
chase of alien invasive specie to settle 
on the exposed soil of the riverbanks. 
It was a great pleasure and joy being 
part of the professional team that could 
deliver high quality services for people 
and situations in need.

Before

After

Duncan village                       
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touchiNG ZamBia

LISELI FARMS, PECAN PROJECT, HANDMADE IN ZAMBIA - PART 2

In Part 1 of “handmade in Zambia” 
(as seen in the September TAG), I 
pointed out that when we experience 
something as impossible, then we 
know that God can do the impossible. 
For us as a family, this is a pattern that 
confirms we should in fact take on a 
project. Additionally, another pattern 
pointing out that we are on the right 
track, is when there are obstacles at 
hand. We have had to face multiple 
obstacles within this Pecan Project. 

For example, there is a specific time 
frame in which the pecans have to 

planted – as they still have to be 
dormant when planted. The trip 
from South Africa took more than 
three times longer than planned. 
However, the Lord gave us promises! 
In Zechariah 4, we read the story 
about Zerubbabel who has been 
chosen by the Lord to rebuild the 
second temple. He faced obstacle 
after obstacle. Then, Zechariah 
gave him the prophetic word from an 
Angel: So he said to me, “This is the 
word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 
Not by might nor by power, but by 
my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty. 

BENJI DU PREEZ

Isaiah 55:12 Isaiah 55:12 
“You will go out in joy“You will go out in joy

    and be led forth in peace;    and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and hillsthe mountains and hills

    will burst into song before you,    will burst into song before you,
and all the trees of the fieldand all the trees of the field

    will clap their hands.”    will clap their hands.”



touchiNG ZamBia

BENJI DU PREEZ
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What are you, mighty mountain? 
Before Zerubbabel you will become 
level ground. Then he will bring out 
the capstone to shouts of ‘God bless 
it! God bless it!’ Through this story, 
we knew that the Lord was speaking 
to us – the mountain we face will 
become level ground!

God gave us peace knowing that the 
trees will bear fruit at the right time 
and we proclaimed this when the 
trees arrived. We have the authority 
to speak into nature and life into 

these trees. John 15:8, “This is to my 
Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples.” This is what it is all about 
– God has a plan to plant these trees 
with a purpose to bear fruit. In the 
same way, wherever God plants 
you, whether in Western Zambia, or 
in South Africa; God plants you in 
that specific place to bear fruit!

We are excited to share testimonies 
of speaking into nature in the next 
TAG! Watch this space. 

Isaiah 55:12 Isaiah 55:12 
“You will go out in joy“You will go out in joy

    and be led forth in peace;    and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and hillsthe mountains and hills

    will burst into song before you,    will burst into song before you,
and all the trees of the fieldand all the trees of the field

    will clap their hands.”    will clap their hands.”



cleaNuP toGether

Our environment has sadly deteriorated 
to the point where the communities of 
Potchefstroom and Ikageng were moved to 
take action. 

There is something to say for the symbiotic 
relationship of the underworld with filth such 
as raw sewerage, rubbish piles and general 
decay. We are long past the broken window 
syndrome, which gives rise to various role 
players coming together and founding the 
CleanUp Together Forum. 

As rate payers we might argue that this is the 
responsibility of the municipality, which may 
be true, but it still remains our responsibility 
to educate and set the standard in changing 
community culture to clean up together.

Yes, we can sit back and vent our anger 
over the present circumstances, but this 
will have no effect.  CleanUp Together is 
encouraging you to adopt a public park 
or sidewalk in front of your business or 
home and to keep it clean on 
a regular basis. The next step 
would be to mow or cut down 
the overgrowth as more and 
more volunteers sign up and 
inspire.

There are various organisations 
and skills represented on the 
Forum and the synergy creates 
a so much greater impact. 
For example, various refuse 
recycling points erected around 
town; a star grading system to 
acknowledge the work done 

by businesses in this regard. Awareness 
campaigns, education and strategies to 
motivate are also being rolled out. Members 
of the Forum can also communicate 
on a WhatsApp group all of which will 
strengthen cooperation and continuity in 
the community.
One of the resources is a digital colour 
coded map indicating who has volunteered 
to clean up where. When you click on a street 
or park, the contact details of the convenor 
of that specific area is displayed. The link to 
the map is also available on social media so 
that any volunteer can join or choose a new 
area. At the same time, we are inspired to 
see how others are taking the initiative.
Become involved today and help to 
educate others to stop littering.  Become 
part of the solution, join hands and let’s 
clean up our city together.   

Based on information  from Ds W Louw
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JOIN HANDSJOIN HANDS  ANDAND  
LET’S CLEAN UP OUR LET’S CLEAN UP OUR   

CITY CITY TOGETHER!!!TOGETHER!!!
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the story of
destiNy castle
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Mike Fogg, the founder of “Destiny Castle” is 
an innovative and enthusiastic individual in our 
Touching Africa network! It is a privilege for us to 
present this story as Destiny Castle is also the 
Spiritual Home of one of our new and exciting 
projects as implemented by the Congo Trans 
African Water & Light (Pty) Ltd - determined 
to bring to reality the World’s greatest water 
transfer scheme, in history, in Africa (more 
news in the following TAG).

The Destiny Castle is an exclusive and beautiful 
venue in the mountains near Fouriesburg, 
built by Mike over two and a half years, from 
sandstone cut out on the Castle Farm. The 
views over the mountains from this classy castle 

is breath-taking, having a tranquillity 
and peaceful quality that feeds the 
soul! It gives physical expression to 
the Devine Message enshrined on the 
ceiling of the Chapel, which is also the 
guiding principle of Mikes life: 

Isa 40:31 But they that wait upon the 
LORD shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; and they shall walk, and not 
faint.

The Castle originates from a Divine 
experience giving a new direction 
to Mike whilst flying in the Civil War 
in Mozambique, a country for which 
he has a deep love, and a founding 
developer of the Bazaruto Archipelago 
and the Inhambane Peninsular.

His activities in Mozambique followed 
a lifetime spent as a professional 
Grand Prix Motorcycle Racer, 
which led to him becoming the most 
successful motorcycle racer in South 
Africa in his era, a multiple Champion 
and Springbok Sportsman.

Mike was trained from a very young 
age in all aspects of the Motor business 
by the famous Ludwig family of Club 
Motors BMW. Following a terminal 
crash at an International Motorcycle 
Race in France, he entered the motor 
business as a Franchised Dealer for 
both Yamaha and BMW Motorcycles.
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In 1976, he pioneered the concept of 
Full Maintenance Leasing in the motor 
business, and derivatives of the system he 
designed went on to be a foundation of the 
Motor industry in South Africa, known as 
Motor Plan.

In 1977 Mike was seconded, as a civilian, 
to the SADF as an associated Armourer. 
He went on to build 22 factories in 
association with his long-time partner, 
and these factories and operations were 
the first statistically controlled processes 
under American World Standard.

Additionally, Mike’s Company was 
responsible for the maintenance of 2000 
Honda Motorcycles utilised by the Recce 
Commando, from the Cunene River mouth 
to Katima Mulilo. This resulted in the further 
extension of the preventive motor vehicle 
maintenance principles he had already 
evolved.

The cessation of South African military 
activities in South West Africa (Namibia) 
led to his withdrawal from the motor 
industry in 1987. His full-time activity as 
an Air Charter Operator to Mozambique 
during the Civil War, and his activities 
as a Guest Lodge Developer, led to his 
involvement in an attempt to end the Civil 
War. Many missions flown in Mozambique 
in this regard led to a divine intervention 

followed by a visit by a Messenger of the 
Lord, who spoke to him directly and set 
him on a new course in life. 

The Castle is the home of the “Faculty 
of Success”, which seeks to provide a 
Christian vision based “Direction to your 
Destiny”, and the principles needed to 
achieve your Destiny. The Castle welcomes 
guests of up to four couples for a minimum 
two night stay, either as students or tourists, 
and we would be pleased to welcome 
Touching Africa Network Members for 
a truly memorable visit to this exclusive 
venue, described by Top Billing as “truly 
exceptional”.

Contact: Mike Fogg
Cell: 060 356 4199; 
Email: mikefogg47@gmail.com
Web: www.destinycastle.co.za



soNs  of  God  

Children have God’s Spirit, but 
sons are led by the Spirit of God. 
Rom 8:16 ”The Spirit himself testifies 
with our spirit that we are God’s 
children.” Rom 8:14 “For as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, these are 
sons of God”

A son’s identity has been 
established, while children are 
searching for an identity. 
2 Cor 5:19 “For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself, no 
longer counting people’s sins against 
them. And he gave us this wonderful 
message of reconciliation – being 
made reighteous in Him” (Our new 
identity) 

Rom 8:19 “For the earnest expectation 
of the creation eagerly waits for the 
revealing of the sons of God” This is a 
powerful verse in the Word, that is often 
misunderstood. 

There is a difference between being a 
child of God and a SON of God. Just as 
the creation waits for the revealing of the 
sons of God, so does the business world 
and marketplace wait for the sons of God 
to rise and take up their position.

The world is full of children of God; however, 
sons and daughters are rare. The main 
difference between a child and a son is 
identity and position. A son knows who he 
is, while a child is still searching for identity. 

The difference between sons and 
children: 

Sons reign from a position of authority. 
Rom 5:17 “For if, by the trespass of the 
one man, death reigned through that 
one man, how much more will those 
who receive God’s abundant provision 
of grace and of the gift of righteousness 
reign in life through the one man, Jesus 
Christ”

Sons eat solid food, while children are 
still living on milk. 
Heb 5:12-13 “In fact, though by this time 
you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you the elementary 
truths of God’s word all over again. You 
need milk, not solid food! Anyone who 
lives on milk, being still an infant, is 
not acquainted with the teaching about 
righteousness”

Unfortunately, ‘children’ in the marketplace will 
simply be seen and not heard. For Kingdom 
to come in the marketplace, one not only 
requires dedication, but a fresh revelation 
and realisation of one’s position as a son and 
daughter of God and of one’s calling. Do not 
be satisfied with only being a child of God, but 
report for the higher calling of sonship.

Albert Stafford
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Seasons Greeting 

MAY YOUR HOME MAY YOUR HOME BE FILLED WITH JOY,BE FILLED WITH JOY,  
YOUR HEART WITH LOVE YOUR HEART WITH LOVE 

AND YOUR LIFE WITH LIGHT AND YOUR LIFE WITH LIGHT 
THIS FESTIVE SEASONTHIS FESTIVE SEASON
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